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The Arab Spring was a series of uprising in the Middle East that occurred between 2011 and 2012. These protests were started by a man named Mohamed Bouazizi who set himself on fire in Tunisia to protest harassment by the government1. This event sparked revolts and uprisings all across the Middle East. This series of uprisings was incited by social injustice perpetrated by various dictators and other tyrannical government leaders. Syria’s uprising was one of the most, if not the most, violent and bloody conflicts of the Arab Spring. In 2000, after the death of the Hafez Al-Assad, who brought Syria into a modern age but ruled under a reign of oppression with an iron fist2,  his son Bashar Al Asad came to power. Initially, his rule seemed to be a progression from his father’s oppressive rule3. He seemed to embody a leader of the people, until he isolated the economy of Syria and limited freedom of speech rights4. Twelve years later, following similar acts in other Middle Eastern countries, Syrian civilians started to protest Al Assad's oppressive rule. The uprising stemmed from political, military, religious, and ethnic conflicts that are ongoing today and have worsened since the initial conflict in 2011.
The political situation in Syria has a lot to do with the start of the Arab Spring and the conflict that wages on to this very day. Twelve years after Al-Assad came to power, the population of Syria peacefully protested his oppressive rule5. Al-Assad did nothing in response to  the protests which led to even more tension in Syria. The protests were peaceful until, at one protest in March of 2011, the military opened fire on a group of peaceful protesters6. People were angry with Al-Assad for attacking innocent citizens, so civilians retaliated and formed the rebel group called the Free Syrian Army7. Furthermore, some parts of the military defected from the Assad regime and joined the Free Syrian Army8. Jihadists from around the Middle East also came to join the rebels. In a counterintuitive move, Assad released Jjihadist prisoners to join the rebels9, so foreigners wouldn’t be as likely to support them in war. 
The landscape of war-torn Syria allows for extremist groups to thrive in the chaos. They are fueled by religious beliefs. In 2012, Al-Qaeda created a branch in Syria called “jabhat al nusra”10. This group was also known as  “the al nusra front”11which later became the the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria or ISIS12. But ISIS is not fighting Assad. They instead focus on fighting the rebels13.Their goal is to establish a caliphate, which is an Islamic theocracy. They hope to restore the caliphate of old and establish a Sunni-ruled state, due to the fact that the other ethnicities, in their opinion, are void of faith.
 There are other examples of how ethnic tensions play a large role in the conflicts in Syria. ISIS, in addition to fighting the Free Syrian Army, is trying to get rid of the Kurds14. The Kurds, an ethnic minority in Syria, declared independence from Assad’s rule15  in hopes of establishing their own country called Kurdistan. They are tired of being oppressed by the government because of their ethnicity. They want political freedom from Syria and Assad because they are not getting representation in the government. ISIS is hoping to get rid of the kurds as wells other ethnic groups. 
The enlightenment concepts include freedom of speech, democracy and independence. The intent of the protests in Syria were for these ideas to take root, but they didn’t. There were protests that started out as peaceful but the president of Syria, Bashar Al-Assad, didn’t take action thus leading to the Arab Spring. In the current state of turmoil we have yet to see any of these ideals take root, but these ideas are popular amongst the people and they will most likely keep fighting for them. 
The revolution in Syria is ongoing. It looks as if there is no end in sight of ISIS because of it being spread across the world. The only way we could stop ISIS from causing more havoc  is to either put somebody new in power who will fight against them or take military action on an international level. As for the Syrian refugees, countries like the U.S. will have to follow the precedent that Germany is setting and learn to take in refugees16. U.S allies, the Kurds and the rebels, will likely continue to be weakened by the force of  ISIS and other countries who support Al-Asaad17. Depending on who becomes president of the United States in our upcoming election, the whole situation could change. People are fighting for their political freedom, religious beliefs, and human rights which is something people will always fight for.
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