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Install Instructions (Be patient, this isn't an ordinary skin)

Skin

1. After downloading, extract to your desktop
2. Open your favorite FTP program
3. Navigate to your Thesis directory

Example: /wp-content/themes/thesis_16/
4. Upload & overwrite your /custom/ directory
5. Navigate back to your site root and upload:

a. show_image_breakthumb.php
b. show_image_featimage.php
c. show_image_featthumb.php
d. show_image_hpteaser.php

           e. viva.inc.php
6. Navigate to /wp-content/uploads
7. Upload ads and cache
8. Set Permissions on cache to “777” (help)

Plug-ins

1. Navigate to your plug-ins directory: /wp-content/plugins/
2. Upload Viva Thumb, WP-Optimize, & Page Links To
3. Log in to your Wordpress Dashboard
4. Click on “Plugins”
5. Activate Viva Thumb, WP-Optimize, & Page Links To

Activation

Homepage
1. Log in to your Wordpress Dashboard
2. Navigate to Pages
3. Click “Add New”
4. Type Homepage
5. In the drop-down menu on the right hand side (under the Publish button) select 

Custom Template and then click Publish (or Update Page)
6. Navigate to WP-Settings → Reading → Front Page Display = Static Page
7. Now select Homepage from the “Front Page” dropdown 
8. Click “Publish”

Media
9. Navigate to WP-Settings → Media 
10. Set Medium to: “400x400”

Permalinks
11. Navigate to WP-Settings → Permalinks
12. Set to “Custom” and paste this: /%year%/%monthnum%/%day%/%postname%.html

http://codex.wordpress.org/Changing_File_Permissions






Header Area
There are many options in the Header Area. Including the Top Left Links, Default Thesis Nav, 
Two Banners, Text OR Image logos and the Main Navigation.

Skin Style
Choose from one of the six pre-styled color schemes

Logo Type
Text = This will use the default Wordpress Site Name

Image
1. Using your favorite FTP program, upload your logo

 Example: http://yoursite.com/images/logo.jpg
2. Enter the full-path to the logo in the Logo Image Path box

Keep Tagline = When using an image logo, you have the options to turn-off the default 
Wordpress tagline

Top Left Link – The Text = Enter some text in this box. Example: Members Sign-In
Top Left Link – The URL = Enter the URL for the above text: http://yoursite.com/members

Top Left Link 2 – The Text = Enter some text in this box. Example: Sign-Up
Top Left Link 2 – The URL = Enter the URL for the above text: http://yoursite.com/signup

Not seen in The Times Options, are the controls for the Default Thesis Nav. These options are 
can be found in Thesis Options → Navigation

http://yoursite.com/signup
http://yoursite.com/members
http://yoursite.com/images/logo.jpg


Main Navigation

The main navigation area grabs categories that you've specified and populated with posts. It's 
a jQuery Superfish Drop-line navigation intended to place child categories into the space 
below. 

Exclude Categories = Enter the Category ID of the categories you wish to exclude (Help)
Order Categories = Select the order in which you want order the categories (Help)
Sort Categories = Either Ascending or Descending

Breaking News Box

The Breaking News Box was intended to show emergency news and is operated by the 
default Wordpress Sticky Post feature.

Title = Enter the title of the Breaking News Box

Max Word Count = Enter the maximum ammount of words to display

http://codex.wordpress.org/Template_Tags/wp_list_categories#Parameters
http://www.wprecipes.com/how-to-find-wordpress-category-id


Featured Content Slider

Add Image
By default, the Featured Content Slider will grab the first image in each post. There are no 
extra steps to get an image to appear (as long as you've selected the respective category in 
the Options Panel)

VivaThumb will then auto optimize (compress, crop, then cache) that image to 390x244. 
Make sure when you add an image that's  AT LEAST 400 pixels wide!

Add Video

From any major video site:
1. Copy Embed Code
2. Paste into Notepad
3. Hightlight the URL after the value and then “Copy”

In your Post Editor, scroll down to Custom Fields:

1. Click on Enter new
2. Type “featvideo” in the Name field.
3. Paste video URL provided by ANY major video site. (Yahoo, Vimeo, Break, etc..)
4. Click Add Custom Field
5. Click Publish



Accordion Slides
The Accordion slides contain 4 Module Positions. To populate these areas simple navigate

to the Widgets Page in the Wordpress Dashboard. Add any widget to Module 6,7,8 or 9.

Tabbed Module
Like the Accordion Slides, you have 3 module positions. To populate these areas simple 
navigate to the Widgets Page in the Wordpress Dashboard. Add any widget to 
Module 3, 4, or 5.



Footer
This option will allow you to quickly customize the “Vanity” on the bottom of the website. 

IT DOESN'T SUPPORT HTML or PHP (yet) 

Homepage Teaser Boxes

The bread and butter of this skin are the 8 sub-loops. Combined with the optimizing features 
in Viva Thumb, these loops will pull the first image out of the latest posts in their assigned 
categories. 

Top populate these areas you need to tell them what category to look at. To do this:

1. Create at least 8 categories
2. Populate them with stories
3. Add at least 1 image to each story (at least 400 pixels wide)
4. Select a category from the Drop-Down
5. You can also specify how many words are displayed in these boxes. The default is 35 

which seems to populate them well. 
6. To change the default “Read More” text: Navigate to Thesis Design Options, and 

expand Teasers → Link to Full Article



Module Positions



Ad Positions





All Positions



3rd Party Plugins

Viva Thumb
Thumbnails are created automatically from images linked to posts (or image paths specified 
by you.) Click on a thumbnail and it zooms out to a full size image – again re-sampled by Viva 
to improve page loading time by executing the following actions:
Optimization = 70% (like choosing 70 when you “Save For Web” in Photoshop)
Cache = Viva will create an optimized copy and save it in /wp-content/uploads/cache/ (after at 
least one load, I've seen page times increase by three fold!)
Auto-Crop = Viva will auto-crop based on the center of your images (rather than Top Left to 
Bottom Right) providing a more accurate crop.
You don't need to do anything with this plugin once installed. 
IF you see errors, you may have to have your Server Administrator “white-list” the following 
files:
show_image_featimage.php
show_image_featthumb.php
show_image_hpteaser.php
NERD ALERT:
Why not use tim-thumb.php already provided by Thesis? Because 99% of time tim-thumb.php 
needs to be “white-listed” by a Server Administrator in order to work. 
Pre-cache your page will load slower, however, once an image is cached there isn't a need for 
the script to run again. PLUS IT'S LESS LIKELY to be black-listed.
Journalists writing content with this skin don't want to be botherned with entering custom 
variables (height, width, path etc...) into each post.  Not to mention, The Zoom Effect (once 
viewing a post) is also pretty damn cool!
Out of the box, VivaThumb JUST WORKS.

WP-Optimize
This plugin helps you to keep your database clean by removing post revisions, spam, 
unnecessary database entries etc... in a snap you will have lean & mean database. 
I would recommend running this plugin at least once a week for heavy traffic sites.

Page Links To
This plugin allows you to make a WordPress Page or Post - link to a URL of your choosing, 
instead of itself. It also will redirect people who go to the old (or "normal") URL to the new one 
you’ve chosen (301 Moved Permanently redirects are standard, but you can choose a 302 
Moved Temporarily redirect if you wish).
This functionality is useful for setting up navigational links to non-WordPress sections of your 
site or to off-site resources. You can also use it to create a hand-crafted menu that links to 
pages, posts, categories, or anything within your site.



Change Log

Version 1.2 (12.13.09)

Options Panel:

• Removed extra “save button”

• Removed post count from Breaking News Box

• Added HTML & PHP functionality in Vanity Box

• Added Debugging option

Back-end:

• Updated documentation

Bug Fixes:

• Added VivaThumb code to Breaking News Box 

• Chnaged documentation to reflect Featured Video code

• Fixed multiple categories displaying incorrectly in Homepage Teaser Boxes

Verision 1.1 (12.12.09)

Options Panel:

• Refined and styled to match Thesis

• Category drop-downs

• Footer “Vanity” section

Back-end:

• Featured content slider is smarter and handles video better

• Image slider now supports videos too

• Slimmer code for faster loads

• VivaThumb integration with ALL sub-loop generated images (with caching!)

Front-end:

• 6 Selectable styles

• PSD for drop-line.gif so you can customize further

Bug Fixes

• Several IE7 & IE8 CSS fixes

• Set overflow to hidden on Tabbed Module and Module #2

• Featured content slider would display Video AND Image

• When custom field was set to “video” Thesis would show the video in the Multi-Media box

Version 1.0 Initial Release (12.1.09)


