Email to parents prior to Whittling Chip training:

Dear parents & Scouts,

You may have noticed that “Whittling Chip” is oretagenda for our upcoming Camporee. If you chtmbave
your scout participate in this for Achievement 18havings and Chips, then you will need to brirsgrall pocket
knife for your scout to use. If you decide to bum one, then be aware of the following:

- Blade must be 3 % inches long or less

- A simple Cub Scout knife IS recommended. It carehalocking blade or not. Locking blades are gdd
depending on the knife, they be a problem for hralds to close safely.

- Fixed blade knives are NOT recommended becausectregrop out of sheaths, or tilt and jab the weare

- Swiss army or multi-tools are NOT recommended bgedley are difficult for small hands to hold.

- Military knives are NOT recommended because theyhzeve a laser sharp edge.

- Knives are NOT allowed at pack or den meetingsheafter the Whittling Chip is obtained

- Knives are NOT allowed to be used at campouts aritesre is adult supervision.

You should also consider getting a small sharpesiage or other sharpening device. The stone dhimitarried by
the scout whenever they have their knife.

A parent/guardian is required to attend WhittlingjfCtraining with the scout to ensure rules areansbod. At the
completion of training your son will be given a “Wthng Chip” card - assuming you approvéhis card must be
carried by your scout whenever they are using their knife Any leader, parent, or adult can ask for the tiNing
Chip at any time a Cub Scout has a pocketknifagrpbssession. If the Cub Scout does not havedttkin his
possession, the knife will be collected and retdrioethe parent. A corner of the Whittling Chipdavill be cut off

for each violation of the rules. When tH&ebrner is cut off, the card will be taken from gwut and the scout must
go through training again, in order to receive @ gard. The cutting of corners can be done byaahut who feel
safety has been violated. For very serious infast(such as threatening another scout), thewsgrte taken
immediately and permanently.

While | am sure some of you may be concerned wghidea of the boys carrying a pocketknife, thsgpam is
designed to teach knife safety. Even if the boysalaget the card the class is important since toogs will use
kitchen and other knives in the future. The actaittling Chip card will be given to the boys onigth the parent’s
approval at the end of the class. Since we haga b#ering this training, there have been no ggievblems
brought to my attention. Again you will ultimatdiave the final say at the end of class on whetber son gets a
card, or even when and where your son carriesfa kfter the card is issued.

If you have any questions or concerns about thesclalease feel free to contact me.
Paul Ziegler
Bear Den 5 Leader



Den Leader Preparation:

- Make sure the training location will have enougbm for each scout’s Blood Circle (about 6ft diaenge

- You will need 2 hrs for the scout presentatiomi(for the discussion part and 1 hr for the saaping project).

- Obtain “Whittling Chip” cards from your pack’s a@ahcement chair, or the Scout Store (wallet cadtP23A)

- Have a first aid kit with latex gloves, soap &teaon hand

- Have toothpick and cotton swab for knife cleari@gnonstration

- Have sharpening stone and oil for lubricatinggtane (if required for that type of stone)

- Have Ivory soap for carving practice (softer tlodiner soaps). Open the soap and let it dry 24shouadvance.
Note: If you are teaching Boy Scouts, you may want to use Dove which is harder and cuts more like wood.

- Make a cardboard knifisee diagram). Have red lipstick to put on the cutting edge pesfore the presentation.

- Have cooking skewers or Orangewood sticks (fonimaes) to draw the pattern in soap.

- Have a few different types of knives to show (fate knife, pairing knife, serrated knife)

- Have a few extra knives available, in case ttoeiss knife is too dull or falling apart.

- Print out enough “Whittling Chip Quiz” and “Quimswer” pages for your group

The Blood Circle:

To establish a “Blood circle”, grasp a closed padkefe in your hand. Extend your arm with thesgd knife
straight in front of you. Rotate your body to eittside while continuing to extend the closed kaif@. No one or
thing should be in the imaginary circle that yowdnareated. Also check your overhead clearantieisiss part of
your safety circle. If someone enters the cirtie,knife should be closed up and laid down.

To Close a pocket knife:

Hold handle in left hand with fingers safely on #iées. Push against the back of the blade wélthéel of the right
hand (sometimes easier for them to use the fingstsad of the heel), swing handle up to meet théeh Let knife
shap shut.

Passing a knife:
Always have the blade closed — never pass an apién Krhe receiver should say “Thank you” to iratethat they
have a good grip on the knife when taking it.

Sharpening a knife:

1. It the stone is large enough, place it on a leudbse. Placing the stone on a dish towel mayt Igtipping.

2. Wet the stone with a little water or oil (dependorgthe type of stone), unless it’'s a dry or diathstone.

3. Hold the handle of the knife in one hand and ifstene is on the table, place the fingers of ydheohand
on the flat of the blade as you lay the knife fiatthe block with the blade facing away from yoaide the
knife slightly to bevel the edge of the blade foapening (about the width of the blade itseKeep the knife
at the same angle at all times.

GOOD GOOD BAD

Block Block Block

4. Push the knife away from you, just like you arerngyto carve a thin slice off the top of the stopetting
pressure on it as you slice. Repeat this PUSHIMaks 3 or 4 times. Try to keep the same shargeaingle
all the time, since this is the key to obtaining fharpest edge

5. Turn the blade over. Place it at the far end efdtone and repeat the process on the other sieguah
number of times by PULLING the knife toward you.

6. Wipe the blade off on a rag or towel. It will taB® minutes to sharpen a dull knife, but once sharminute
a day will keep it in perfect shape.

Other Den Leader Training Information:
http://www.crossroadsbsa.org/pathfinder/ptc/whitthip.htm




Scout Presentation:

1. Before the presentation (and without scouts segamply lipstick to the cutting edge of the cardioolenife.
2. Pass around attendance sheet.
3. Collect scout’s knives before beginning the prestion to avoid distractions.

Introduction:

Your Cub Scout knife is an important tool. You aiinmany useful things with its blades, but mustéxy careful
and alert when you whittle or carve. Take gooe adryour knife and always remember that a knife isol, not a
toy. Use it with care so that you don’t hurt yaif®r ruin what you are carving.

Rules Below cover 19a and 19d in Bear Handbook:

Caring for your knife:

- A knife is a tool, not a toy.

- Never use your knife on something that will dudlbreak it (rocks, metal, cement, etc.)

- Never use your knife to cut living trees or piardr poke it in the dirt. Moisture and dirt willin your knife.

- Keep your knife out of the fire. The heat wilim the temper of the steel making the knife edgeand useless.
- Do not carve your initials into anything that da®t belong to you

- Keep your knife dry and keep the blade cleanpéihe blade before closing it.

- Clean your knife by hand; the heat and stearh@flishwasher can dull and damage the knife

Safety Rules:

- Establish a “Blood Circle”. Before you pickupwdknife to use it, stretch your arm out with cldgmcket knife in
hand and turn in a circle. If you can’t touch amg@lse, it's safe to use your knife. Demonstitae'Blood Circle”.
- Be alert; it may not be you who makes the mista&emeone else may enter your Blood Circle bybeatg alert.
- Always cut by pushing the knife away from you. &e your hands and body are out of the way.

- Never carry an open pocketknife

- Always walk when carrying your knife — newem with it.

- Never throw your knife; it could easily deflectchhurt someone, or ruin the knife.

- A sharp knife is safer because it’s less likelglip and cut you. A sharp knife will “bite” tveood. Know how to
sharpen your knife.

- When using the cutting blade, don’t make big $hgs or chips. Easy does it. Be careful not toyourself or
anyone nearby.

- When you are not using your knife, close it antlipaway. An open knife could hurt someone wbegh't realize
it's there.

- Discuss cross contamination of food and the ingmme of cleaning the knife, not just wiping it.off

- Close the blade with the palm of your hand

Taking Your Knife With You:

Knives are usually used as tools, but they candsgpans too. Many places do not allow knives. Adweeep your
knife at home unless your parent or Den Leadewtallotherwise.

Places where knives are prohibited even if you lyawe Whittling Chip cardvith you:
- School

- Outdoor school events (school football games)

- Airport




- Your knife and its sharpening stone are partnegh&re one is, the other should be also.

- Knives are NOT allowed at pack or den meetingsneafter the Whittling Chip is obtained

- Knives are NOT allowed to be used at campoutssasiihere is adult supervision

- You must carry your Whittling Chip” caravhenever you are using your knife If you break any of the rules, a
corner of the Whittling Chip card will be cut off¥hen the % corner is cut off, the card will be taken from yol
that happens, you must go through training agaioyder to receive a new card. The cutting of esican be done
by any adult who feel safety has been violated: vieoy serious infractions (such as threateningtarascout), the
card will be taken immediately.

- Cub Scouts (even Webelos) are not allowed taansaxe. Boy Scouts must earn the Totin’ Chip cakkbelos can
use a bow saw after training.

Hands on Training:

1. Discuss the difference between whittling and woaving. Show wood carving tools. Pass them around

2. Show them knives with locking, non-locking bladasd fixed blades (not allowed). Show them a French
knife, pairing knife, and a serrated knife. Explaihat they are used for. Explain that since thgly
probably use these in a kitchen in the future, steyuld be treated with the same respect and safiety.

3. Demonstrate how to open and close a pocket knife

4. Demonstrate how to pass a knife. (Blade closegdistion “Thank You”)

5. Pass around the Cardboard Knife and have themiggaapen, Close and Pass the knife.

6. Collect the Cardboard Knife, then check for lipstin fingers

7

8

9.

1

. Demonstrate how to sharpen a knife.
. Demonstrate how to clean the knife with toothpiokl @otton swap

Using a bar of soap, demonstrate how to make @ ‘@it and “shaving cut” (Bear Handbook — 19b).
0.Demonstrate how to whittiaway from yourself, not toward yourself

Closing:

- Have them take the “Whittling Chip Quiz”. Givanents the “Quiz Answers” version. Discuss the guiestions
and answers.
- Pass out Whittling Chip cards. Ask them to réeacard and sign it.

If Time Allows.....More Hands on Training (before passing out cards)

- Help each of them in turn to sharpen their knife

- Demonstrate the basics of how to carve a baoap.s Show them how to use the skewer to drawekeyd, then
rough out the basic pattern with their knife, tihefine it. See “Soap Carving Instructions” for aii.

- Give them a bar of soap and let them select p patiern and work on their own.

- Remind them to use a “stop cut” and make shaviag®ig chunks.




Soap Carving Instructions:
http://www.ivory.com/PureFun IvoryProjects Soap@agVips.htm

From Design to Soap Carving

¢ If you have a clear mental picture of your idea or have carved before, you can
begin by carving directly on the soap.

¢ Or, you can use the orangewood stick to outline a rough sketch on each
surface before you carve.

e Beginners may want to sketch or use a pre-existing pattern on paper and

trace it onto the soap.

Begin with Rough Cuts

The actual carvings begin with rough cuts that remove the large parts of the
soap not necessary for your design.

e Place the soap on the table or tray.

e If you are right-handed, hold the soap with your left hand and start cutting at
the upper right-hard corner. (If left-handed, use the opposite hand.)

e Leave about 1/4" margin beyond your outlined sketch to allow for mistakes
and more detailed work later.

e Cut clear through the bar, removing excess soap all the way around.

e ALWAYS CUT AWAY ONLY SMALL PIECES OR SLICES. Soap often breaks if cut
in big chunks.

4. Adding the Details

o After the first cuts, you may find it more comfortable to use the knife as if
peeling a potato. Continue to stay 1/8" to 1/4" away from your sketch guidelines
to allow for finer work later.

e As you work, keep turning the soap, always keeping the shape of the piece in
mind. Step back from time to time to look at the entire piece.

e Watch your high points -- those that jut out farthest from the surface -- and
your low points -- those farthest in.

e Carve gradually from the high points toward the deepest cuts. Your knife point
is useful for this.

e Don't try to finish any one part in detail before another.

e When the piece is almost finished, smooth rough edges with the knife’s edge

and mark in details like eyes or ears with the knife tip or an orangewood stick.




5. Polishing

e Allow your sculpture to dry for a day or two.

e Then, rub it with a soft paper napkin, being careful not to break off corners or
high points.

e Finish by rubbing it gently with finger tops or palm.

Soap Carving Patterns:
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Whittling Chip Quiz:

Part I: Circle the correct answer

True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False
True / False

. It's OK to carry my knife to a Pddketing or school as long as | have my WhittlingCcard.

. As long as | get permission togpomy knife, | don’t need to have my Whittling Craprd with me.
. Only a leaderymur parent can cut off corners. Someone else’s pasmiot.

. It's OK to bring your knife to andmeeting, if your Leader asks you to and your m@rapprove.
. It's OK to cut toward yourself.

. It's OK to pass an open knife ag las you're very careful.

. A dull knife is safer than a sHarife.

. Dirt on a knife blade helps keeghdrp.

. Never carve your initials on amyghihat does NOT belong to you.

10. When someone hands you a knifesggtThank You” to show good manners.

11. A pocketknife should always bes@tbwhen it is not in use, or in your pocket.

12. You should close the blade wighpalm of your hand

13. A Cub Scout should carry a fixked® knife if it is kept in a sheath.

©CoO~NOUILA WNPEF

Part II: Fill in the blank

1. Close the blade with the

2.A

of rand.
should never be used oetbamg that will dull or break it.

3. People watching you work with your knife shoatat enter your
4. Your knife should always be kept

5. Always

and

when carrying a knife.

Part Ill; Circle the correct answer

1. When using a knife, do not make ( big / littlehavings or chips.

2. A (dull / sharp ) knife is more likely to cuby.

3. A knife should be cleaned ( before / after Yingtfood.

4. A fixed blade knife should be passed to angpleeson ( blade / handle ) first.

Part V — The Pocketknife Pledge: Fill in the blank

| will treat my pocketknife with the
| will always
| will not use my pocketknife when it might

due a useful tool.

my pocketknife and put it away when not in use.
someone near me.
never to throw my pocketknife foy eeason.

arwnE

| will use my pocketknife in a safe manner at times.



PARENT & DEN LEADER: Whittling Chip Quiz Answers

Part I: Circle the correct answer

True / False 1. It's OK to carry my knife to acRéleeting or school as long as | have my WhittiZiyp card.
True / False 2. As long as | get permission togomy knife, | don’t need to have my Whittling @htard with me.
True / False 3. Only a leaderymur parent can cut off corners. Someone else’s pasmiot.

True / False4. It's OK to bring your knife talan meeting, if your Leader asks you to and youvemta approve.
True / False 5. It's OK to cut toward yourself.

True / False 6. It's OK to pass an open knifeoag as you're very careful.

True / False 7. A dull knife is safer than a ghanife.

True / False 8. Dirt on a knife blade helps kieaparp.

True / False9. Never carve your initials on amg that does NOT belong to you.

True / False 10. When someone hands you a kaifesgty “Thank You” to show good manners.

True / False11. A pocketknife should always losed when it is not in use, or in your pocket.

True / False12. You should close the blade thighpalm of your hand.

True / False 13. A Cub Scout should carry a figkdle knife if it is kept in a sheath.
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Part Il: Fill in the blank

1. Close the blade with the PALM of your hand.

2. A _POCKETKNIFE should never be used on something thatwilllor break it.

3. People watching you work with your knife shootut enter your _ SAFETY CIRCLE .
4. Your knife should always be kept CLEAN and DRY

5. Always __WALK when carrying a knife.

Part Ill; Circle the correct answer

1. When using a knife, do not make ( bigtle ) shavings or chips.

2. A (dull/ sharp ) knife is more likely to cut you.

3. A knife should be cleaned (_ befdrafter) cutting food.

4. A fixed blade knife should be passed to angpeeson ( blade / hand)dfirst.

Part V — The Pocketknife Pledge: Fill in the blank

| will treat my pocketknife with the RESPECT due a useful tool.

| will always CLOSE___ my pocketknife and put it away when not in use.
| will not use my pocketknife when it might DR E someone near me.
| _PROMISE  never to throw my pocketknife for any reason.

| will use my pocketknife in a safe manner at __ALLimes.

arwnE



Whittling Chip Attendance:

Scout Name

Den Leader Name

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19




Cardboard Knife:
The following picture will help you to make a caodiod knife to use for the presentation. The pehglow is actual

size, so you can print it out and use it as a tategb make the knife parts. Red lipstick shoddpplied to the
cutting edge just before the presentation, in otdeee if the scouts can open, close and pasi$eadatfely.

Enife Blade
(poster board)




